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Agenda Iltem 5

LTN petition speech
Thank you for receiving and accepting my petition of over 3500 signatures.

Having been an elected member for Cowley ward for seven years both as a Labour
councillor and as an independent Councillor | appreciate the complexities of both
representing a local view and delivering on party policies. The LTN scheme has
polarised local politics, and segregated communities.

Independents and most residents acknowledge that there is a problem with the
number of vehicles on ‘our’ roads and will work with anyone to solve this problem.
Using funding from central government to create ‘Active Travel' should be just that a
mechanism to introduce active travel and not a means to weaponize the
Labour/LibDem and Green alliance and their war on private car ownership.

In recent months we have also seen the introduction of a local council parking Levey
scheme for Oxford businesses that have parking spaces, this is an unfair tax, as the
calculation for central government business rates takes into account the number
parking spaces business provide. Oxford businesses are therefore hit twice for
providing parking provision. We have to protect local businesses to further protect
jobs and livelihoods.

The Oxford Labour war on personal car access and ownership fails to consider the
needs of individual residents. Cllr Yvonne Constance upon approving the Cowley
scheme stated concerns that she hadn’t heard from residents with disabilities, and
that the original consultation had failed to measure or assess the impact on
peripheral roads.

Indeed, | have campaigned long and hard for access for Blue Badge holders and
concessions for local residents through the ANPR cameras. As a father with a son of
severe autism, getting Julian to his special needs school and increased his anxiety
and reduced his adult social care budget due to increased journey times and fuel
costs. There is no reason why these cameras couldn't be turned off on weekends or
evenings to provide access to friends and family. Care workers delivering essential
services to a vulnerable and other health care workers should and could be given
unfettered access. In the case of Bartholomew Road, a school street would suffice.
After all its not really a war on the car, but a war on those people that need a car.

There has to be a means for businesses who are facing closure due to the scheme
and Independents in affected by the scheme a mechanism for regaining their loss of
earnings. The county council must come forward with a compensation package.
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The LTN scheme was originally proposed by Labour’s John Sanders and seconded
by seconded by Clir Damian Haywood and developed in conjunction with Oxford
Living Streets, whose members were and still are white and middle class.
Consciously or unconsciously the LTN planters and ANPR cameras have divided
Oxford into socio-economic zones, with areas of high deprivation such as Littlemore
and Blackbird Leys cordoned off from Cowley, which has seen a significant drop in
footfall of 50,000.

Residents along Church Cowley and Oxford roads, can no longer open windows or
relax in their gardens due to the increase in pollution. The gentrification of Florence
Park and created a living hell for those residents living on the wrong side of an LTN.
Children living along these peripheral roads will see a future drop in academic
attainment as the noxious gases affect their cognitive recall.

St Greg’s secondary school has been hit hardest, as parents rightly seek alternative
schools. From a cohort of 1200 students and 80 staff, the school has halved in size
to 650 students and 40 staff. Those students who are late due to the increased traffic
volumes in the area, receive an automatic break or lunch time detention. Is this fair?
The Oxford Academy already stretched and currently in special measures has had to
absorb increased numbers of students avoiding St Gregs. This will have an impact
on those students attending there. When St Greg’s sneezed it was the Oxford
Academy that caught a cold.

Today, 'm wearing my St John’s ambulance uniform. | am a volunteer vaccinator
and ambulance driver for the charity. Colleagues in the emergency services
including the police, ambulances and Fire service have been directed to go around
the LTN scheme and not through it to get to their destinations. All of the services
accept that journeys through the LTN scheme have witnessed delays. The quality
the services provide are further impacted by the increased traffic on the peripheral
roads prior to accessing the LTN scheme. Clearly there is an increased threat to the
public both within the LTN scheme and near it.

Work with the Independents and local residents for a better inclusive solution that is
more considerate of schools, religious organisations and local businesses. Jobs,
livelihoods and residents’ health which must come front and centre of any future
decision, and stop the blind biased war on car ownership, but use the funding to
create better segregated cycle lanes and school street provision. Making our roads
safer for all users will promote active travel, blocking them is a barrier to that aim.

It is time to stop putting he public atrisk, and remove the current LTN scheme and
ANPR cameras.
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Petition text below

Stop The Cowley LTN and remove the ANPR Cameras
On July 19th Oxford County Council is required to make a decisionto whether to
make the Cowley LTN scheme permanent, extend the trails for six months or cancel
them. Now is your time to make your voice heard.

The current LTN scheme is designed to divide and segregate communities. The
scheme doesn't factor inresidents with disabilities, local businesses, emergency
services living and working within and the surrounding communities. Key workers
serving the local community and local residents will be fined by ANPR cameras for
accessing schools, shops, and places of worship.

Traffic in the area has simply been displaced will little net gain, and immense
suffering for many people both within and around the LTN and ANPR cameras.

Public consultations reveal a strong opposition to the current scheme, by signing this
petition you will trigger a larger debate at City and County Council, and a further
opportunity to reverse this scheme.
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James Schumann - presentation to Oxfordshire County Council cabinet meeting—19/7/22

| usedto drive through Cowley alot, butsince the LTNs came in, | started cyclinginstead - because
now it’s safe to doso.

They used to be busy roads - friends were nervous to cycle. But now | see children playing football in
the street; cyclingand walking to school; deliveries by cargo bike; people talking on street corners
withoutthe noise and fumes of traffic - it's become a community.

Justto get personal fora moment - we losta baby a couple of years ago, but were blessed with a
second chance - and now have a 4 month old son. And this has shown me - this is about the children!
Theydon’tget a vote, butit’s theirfuture.lwant himto grow up in a city he’s proud of - where he
feelssafe to play, and breathe the air.

And we’ve seenthe evidence - overtime LTNs reduce all trafficas people like me get out of our cars
and leave the roads clear for those who really need them.

So please, for ALLour children - finish the job and make all the LTNs permanent.

Some people have concerns about LTNs. Businesses worry about losing trade ; others about main
roads getting clogged; about people with disabilities gettingaround; care workers and trades getting
to theirdestinations; the inconvenience of driving alittle further.

But the evidence, based onthe existing LTNs shows that: businesses in car-free areas where people
feel comfortabletowalk & cycle do betterovertime. There is trafficevaporation and modal shift as
people change how they travel - to cycling, walking and e-scooters - so those who really need to
drive, like ambulances, taxis & some disabled people can use roads which are freer of traffic.

Modalshift positively affects core issues, such the climate emergency and health outcomes like
childhood obesity. An LTN starts to achieve all of that for the price of a few bollards.

Modal shift can only be achieved when the balanceistipped - whenit’salittle more inconvenient to
drive some shortjourneys as compared to the alternatives. Thisisthe test toapply to proposals—
doestheyboth reduce car convenience and increase active travelavailability?

The LTN schemes fully satisfy this test: a little inconvenience for some drivers, and much safer, direct
routes forall those who can walk and wheel.

With this in mind, please take accounts of some increased inconvenience as part of the proof of LTN
success, notan excuseto bring back doorstep traffic.

I’ve lived in Oxford alongtime and have seen great changes made to the transport system - all were
painful and came up againstresistance - but now we enjoy and appreciate them; perhaps take them

for granted.

We’ve seenvandalsripping out and cutting bollards, driving overthem, filling them with concrete,
evensettinglighttothem. Pleasedon’t letthem stop this democratic process —let’s stand firm.

Please be brave and see the biggervision; keep moving forward with LTNs and COTS — thenyou can
be proud of giving our children a safer, and happierfuture.
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CowleyLTN presentation— Richard Parnham, 19 July 2022. LTNs are a failure: they do notincrease
cycling or walking within them, but do significantly increase boundary road traffic and pollution.

The claimed 60% “reduced car count” withinthe LTN is based on questionable road sampling: just three roads (intotal)
within the LTN were evaluated. And, crucially, two of these three roads — Rymers Lane and Cowley Road/ Littlemore Road
—had LTN barriers installed at their midpoint, making through trafficimpossible, evento residents. As a result, many
drivers who live on these roads are likely to have been prevented from driving over the traffic monitoring sensors, now
on the other side of a barrier. The onlyevaluatedroadthatdid not have a barrierinstalled on it, (Long Lane) saw traffic
increase by 11% in 2021, compared withthe 2019 baseline. Long Lane first began experiencing additionaltrafficin May
2021 — just over a month after the LTN barrier was installed. It continuedto do so throughout the initial 2021 evaluation
period—and alsomore recentlyinto 2022 (113% of 2019 volumes in February 2022, 108% in March and 102% in April).

Pedestrianvolumes inside the LTNs during the 2021 evaluation period were just 91.2% of their 2019 levels —i.e. the LTNs
did not increase walking within them. Indeed, pedestrian activityin Rymers Lane beganto collapse to below 2019 levelsin
the same monthas the LTNs were installed. Inreality, this collapse is likely to be due to the easing of lockdown in March
2021, ratherthan a negative effect of LTNs. Rymers Lane provides access to Florence Park, animportant local public space.

Pedestrian activity in Rymers Lane Average daily pedestrian volumesin 2021 were lowerthan
Daily averages, per month their2019 equivalents in five out of the nine months
2019 and 2021 compared evaluated in Rymers Lane, lower in six out of nine months
3500 FleTence Park LN intaled arh 2021 evaluated in Long Lane, and lower in eight out of nine
2200 months evaluated in Cowley Road. The dailyaverage
a0 walkingtotals between March and November saw an
o increase of 21.3 in Rymers Lane in 2021 compared with 2019
00 . A, Ca (boosted bythe lockdown spike in early 2021). Lacking this
Qv:a“% & W \OHf(U”Ti OL@" O@e“ stimulus, average dailywalkingtotals decreased by 21.7 in
- 7 ® Long Lane, and decreased by 103.7 in CowleyRoad in 2021,
—Rymers Ln 2021 Rymers Ln 2019 when compared with the equivalent months in 2019.

Withinthe LTN, average daily cycling levels were just 86.3% of their 2019 average in 2021 on the roads evaluated (thatis,
cycling levels fell in 2021, compared with 2019). This compares poorly with non-LTN roads also evaluated, where cycling
levels rose to 105% of their 2019 average in 2021. More s pecifically, average daily cycling levelswere lowerin eight of the
nine months evaluatedin Rymers Lane (average drop: 42.4 daily trips); lowerin sixout of nine months in Long Lane
(averagedrop: 23.1dailytrips); and lowerin eight out ofthe nine months in Cowley Road (average drop: 36.6 daily trips).

Across all LTN boundaryroads evaluated, the average daily car count (ADCC) rose by 2.3% during the (freshly-extended)
2021 - 22 evaluation period, compared with the same periods in 2019. There was no equivalent overall increase in the
ADCC on the non-LTN roads, evaluated for comparative purposes, during 2021. Although the overall 2.3% increasein the
ADCC on the LTN boundaryroads appears modest, thisdisguises the fact that the LTN impactis highly concentrated on
three specificboundaryroads. On Oxford Road north,the ADCCrose above its 2019 equivalents inJuly 2021, peakingat
134.4% of the July 2019 comparator average. The ADCCon Oxford Road north thenremained higherthanits 2019
equivalents throughout the 2021 evaluation period — no evaporation occurred. On Hollow Way and Rose Hill, the ADCC
first rose above 2019 levels in April 2021 — the month following LTN installation — and remained higher for the duration of
the 2021 evaluation (i.e. no evaporation occurred, on either road). The ADCCon Hollow Way peakedin May2021at117.2%
of its 2019 average. In Rose Hill,the 2021 ADCC peakedinJuly 2021 at 113.1% of its 2019 average.

Changes to boundary road average daily car counts Focusing onactualdailycar counts rather than
March - November percentages:the ADCCon Oxford Road north rose by an
2019 and 2021 compared
average of 617.8 between March and November 2021,

1000 LTNs installed March 2021 . . . .
;‘EEE when compared with the same periods in 2019 — peaking

2000 at an extra 3,170.5 cars per day in July 2021. The ADCCon

1000 = - — Hollow Way north increased by an average of 490.0 —

4 DDE < - - N - & . peaking at an extra 1,406.4 cars per day in May 2021.

o FATE S Y& &S Rose Hill north’s ADCCis 956.0 higher than its 2019

~3000 - : average, and has consistently carried more than 1,200
Oxford Road north  ——Hollow Way north RoseHill north extra cars per day since May 2021. The highest average

dailyincrease on thisroad occurred in July 2021, when the
ADCC was 1,610.4 higher than its 2019 equivalent total.

“Adjusted” evening peak bus journeytimes inthe LTN area have increased by 22% since the LTNs were introduced—i.e.
theygotworse. At least one bus company (Stagecoach) hasblamed the introduction of the LTNs for causing this increase.

Pollution levels on Hollow Way reached 68ug/m3 in January 2022 (2019 - 46ug/m3) and 50.6pg/m3 in February 2022(2019 -
49ug/m3). As of February 2022, the latest month for which (unverified) data is available, the rolling 12-month pollution average is
now 40.22pg/m3 — above the legal limit, for the first time on this road. The full-year 2019 average was 37pug/ms3.
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Duncan Parkes

I'm a parent at Larkrise Primary School, where I also volunteer at the school street scheme and help the
school mamtain their travel plan. On the 4th of February 2020, Larkrise surveyed all their pupils and
asked them how they usually come to school: 35% had come by car. On the 5th of April 2022, the same
survey was done, and now 14% come by car. As you can see, this is a huge change with three in five
students who used to come by car having switched to to active travel methods i just two years. Around
425 children attend Larkrise, so that means 90 or so more children now walk or cycle than two years
ago.

What has changed in the last two years? Two major things: the Cowley LTNs, and Larkrise school
street. In my opinion the bulk of this mprovement is due to the Cowley LTNs. I know of children who
now cycle to Larkrise (usually with their parents) from as far away as Blackbird Leys and Littlemore.
It's the Cowley LTNs that have made this possible - previously they were driven.

It's not just school journeys where children benefit from the LTNs. More children in the area are now
able to visit their friends independently. They can go by themselves to Florence Park. They can get to
after school activities under their own steam. They can even sometimes play in the street. This
independence is good for children's health, good for their development, and frees up time for parents
too.

As well as the improvements in health and ndependence for both these children and their parents, this
also has huge implications for congestion. The average child being driven to school is the cause of four
journeys: to school and back in the morning, and then repeat in the afternoon. Idon't think it is an
exaggeration to say that this change at Larkrise has removed several hundred daily car journeys from
the Iffley Road/Donnington Bridge Road junction. What's more, this isn't only happening at Larkrise -
there are similar stories at all the other schools in East Oxford. If anyone ever doubts that traffic
evaporation is real, tell them about these school commute journeys. These car journeys have not been
pushed to other roads, they have become walking and cycling trips. The car journeys have evaporated.

There is also a social justice aspect to this. The poorest in society don't usually own cars: their children
already walk to school. The pollution and risk from these school car journeys is largely caused by the
better off; but they're not the ones to suffer the consequences.

In summary, the Cowley LTNs are absolutely crucial to the shift to healthy, active travel at Larkrise and
all the other schools in East Oxford. This shift away from the car for the school run in Oxford is also
important for congestion in the city. Please support making the Cowley LTNs permanent at the decision
meeting on the 19th of July to avoid undoing all this good work.
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Matthew Webb
| strongly oppose the LTNs.

The consultation overwhelming rejects the LTN. Only 25% of residents support the scheme.
It would be very unethical to adopt a policy which benefits the privileged few over the
wellbeing of the majority, who would be massively disproportionally negatively affected.
In communications from the council and councillors, it has been reiterated multiple times
during the trial that the outcome of the consultation would affect the decision.

With such a conclusive response to the consultation, | expect the cabinet decision will be to
remove the LTN. In line with the vast majority of residents in the area.

Itis rare to get this much engagement from residents on a council policy. It takes efforts from
residences to make their views known, and in such numbers. This demonstrates the strength of
feelingresidents have about this policy. The views of the residents should be listened to.

Council’s own report documents that the LTNs are causing mass gridlock and pollution. This
is backed up by my own experience, bus travel times are longer, and regularly delayed due
to the LTNs. My car travel times are now much longer, in time and distance, increasing the
amount of pollution created. I run as a volunteer a community canoe and kayaking club
for young people, and due to the LTNs, my journey distance is now 3 times as far. The
journey time can take x5 longer and it is also much less reliable, and so both myself and
participants arrive late to sessions.

I feel that the LTNs, are splitting communities, and increasing disparity between
communities, separating richer areas from poorer ones, ghettoising communities, which
feels a very regressive and unwelcome step.

Business have closed because residents are unable to access them due to the LTNs. We have
valued community businesses, providing livelihoods and services for residents, without
these communities will be poorly served. Trades people are unwilling to take on jobs within
the LTN's because of the extra travel times, and congestion the LTN's are causing.
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County Councillors,

Thank you for this opportunity tospeak. T

The aims of the Low TrafficNeighbourhoods, to encourage walkingand cycling, toimprove air
guality in residential streets and to nudge people away from using private cars when they can, are
laudable. Forsome, the benefits wereimmediate and obvious. Thisincludes, forexample, the many
children who now cycle and walk to Larkrise School who neverdid before the LTNswere in place. For
others, where the benefits are less obvious and will take longerto appear the fact that these
benefits were notcommunicated clearly enough, has made the behaviour change thattheyaimto
achieve more difficult. And for some people, they are experiencing only disadvantages from the new
road structures that have increased trafficon certain routes.

The oppositionto the current LTNs could have been considerably reduced if proper consultation and
co-design with local communities had been done. | hope we can all learn from thisin future.

| believethat there are some specificchanges to the layout of the LTNS that could make a huge
difference to the negative experiences of residents and | urge the County council tolook at these. A
number of my city council colleagues are outlining particularchangesintheirspeeches, and | would
like tothank the new Cabinet Memberfor Highways Management, ClIr Gant, fortaking the time to
visitthe sitesand speakingtolocal city and county councillors aswell as residents. | think he now
has a good idea of what elements would benefit from arethink, | strongly urge himto do this as
soon as legally possible.

Cllr Louise Upton
Oxford City Councillor for Walton Manorward
Cabinet Member for Transport and Health
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County Council LTNs representation (3 minutes)
Ajaz Rehman

City Councillor Lye Valley Ward

Low TrafficNeighbourhoods aim to reduce trafficand the use of motor vehicles.

The Cowley LTNs and specifically temple Cowley LTNs fail in their primary objective. Trafficis not
reduced, and car use has not declined.

The data

County officers conclude traffichas fallen on the roads with LTNs by 50%.

Theyalsoreport an increase of 3% on boundary Roads such as Holloway, compared to pre-pandemic
levels.

This means that 50% of trafficon the closed roadsis eitherresidents orvehicles tharservice them
(bin collection, amazon deliveries etc).

Boundary roads including Holloway are Broads and national government data shows post lockdown
trafficwas lower across B and C roads by approximately 18%.

The analysis provided does not compare like forlike therefore amore reasonable assumption can be
made that there has been an increase of over20 % in traffic from the levels that would be expected.

Itisalso worth highlighting that Holloway carries avast amount of trafficin comparisontothe LTN
closed roads and therefore journey numbers would have been amore reasonable and effective way
to highlightthe changesintrafficlevels from LTN roads and boundary roads

The impact of the trafficincrease is felt most during peak times and impedes bus journeys the most,
actually deterring bus usage instead of encouraging the publicto switch

We have all seen the congestion on Holloway and /other boundary roads directly caused by
implementation of the scheme - The exact opposite of its intended objective. With the result being:
Increased pollution, increased journey times for motorists and increased bus times.

Whilstthere are obvious benefits to residents on the streets, they have beenimplemented on they
DO NOT fulfil their primary objective and in fact have been counterintuitive to the goals set out. And
thisiswhat we are here to decide on today.

Two alterations would help immensely in resolving these issues:

1. Removal of Crescent Road

Reduce pressure at the Holloway and Cowley junction
Provide an alternative route in the event of an emergency orunforeseen event

2. Removal of Parking between Horspath Road and Cowley junction on Holloway

Trafficwould flow more freely reducing pollution levels

Page 15



Bus journeys would also flow much more efficiently and help reach the 10% reductionin journey

times they aspire to which would provide a more viable alternative than whatis currently on offer.
Summary:

As elected representatives’ difficult decisions must be made and they are not always popular.
Reductionin congestionand agreenercity is somethingthateveryonestrives forbut can only be

achievedif the publicbelieve inthe policies and that we are on that journey together.

This policy simply does not provide the answer and has caused so many difficulties ata time when
life so much more difficult than anyone could have imagined. The pandemicand then the cost-of-
living crisis. We need to unite asa community and city to help one another and this policy whichis

perhaps the most corrosive single policy since Thatcher’s Poll Tax is directly impeding those efforts.
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| live just outside an LTN. | don’t have a car. Thanks to other people’s cars, my kids are
breathing unsafe air, by WHO standards. But so is every child in Oxford.

The number of cars on our roads has gone up and up for decades. Nobody was
consulted about this, but we are all living with the consequences.

LTNs are part of the solution. They reduce traffic overall, and so they reduce pollution
overall. That is what they were designed to do. Making it a bit more inconvenient to
drive, they encourage people to try walking and cycling instead. | have seen this on my
daily school run. There are so many more families cycling and walking to Larkrise now.

The Florence Park LTN has transformed our bike-based school run from a terror to a
joy. There is space on the road where bikes are expected. There are fewer cars, so
bikes are visible. My kids don’t have exhaust fumes spewing in their faces. And they
can hear me - my voice is no longer drowned out by traffic.

Traffic levels on some boundary roads have increased. But rolling back the LTNs would
incentivise car use for short journeys. It would reverse the gains of the last eighteen
months. Traffic would overall increase again. Before long, pollution on the boundary
roads would creep up, carrying on as it has for decades. In the long term, rolling back
the LTNs would do little good even for the people on those roads.

| believe the right response is to press ahead with further traffic-reducing measures for
the boundary roads and for everywhere else in Oxford. | welcome the Council’s
ambitious plans for such measures. If it follows through with them, people both inside
and outside the LTNs will see huge improvements in air pollution, congestion, and
public transport journey times.

Rich people are far, far more likely to own a car (or two, or more) than poor. Allowing
cars to drive through our city unfettered does not look like a way to help our most
vulnerable families. Businesses may need support to adapt, and | am sure you will
provide it.

All over the UK, elected leaders must confront difficult questions around transport,
pollution, public health and climate. | am hugely grateful and excited to live in a county
which is leading the way. Brave, thoughtful, inclusive work now will set us up to thrive in
decades to come. Yours will be the example that others will strive to follow.

Thank you so much for your service to us and our children.
Ella Sinclair
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ClIr Lubna Arshad
Infrastructure and investment needs to be sorted out so that buses are fully funded so they are affordable.

The \vital need will remain for positive transport and traffic measures which will benefit the environment in this lovely
city that we all share. | will continue to hear the views and practical ideas of all residents but especially those in
Temple Cowley who have given me the privilege of representing them.

Part of this division has been due to class and lack of consideration for people with protected characteristics. I'm am
hearing that people feel alienated as the engagement has been really poor. Alternatives have been disregarded
ignored. As a result travel has become more exhausting, expensive, complicated & difficult with those of protected
characteristics. There is also cases of a negative impact on mental health.

What has the equalities impact assessment shown of the needs of our communities. To this date no one has supplied
the data after requesting it on numerous occasions.

A sensible approach would be to tackle these inequalities.
School streets have been struggling to keep wolunteers as everyone has other work priorities and commitments.

~Air filter results are baseless not good enough The councils own analysis, knows pollution has increased on Oxford
rd Hollow way as well as , congestion increase, speed increase, cycling decreased, walking decreased. In a summer
trial period. Residents have difficulty even getting out of there homes and can no longer open windows due to the
pollution on Hollow Way too and the traffic has doubled so the report summary is misleading and disingenuous and
you need to double check that 3.1. The state of our roads need to be drastically improved for cyclists to be safe
routes so that should be given careful consideration.

The emotional costs of the pandemic are much higher for the poor and wlnerable than they are for the rich,
heightening deep pre-existing inequities in well-being in the U.K and now we know since COVID-19, these trends and
other pre-existing inequities have been exacerbated and are reflected in deep declines in reported well-being. A
suney highlights the differences in the costs to well-being across the rich and poor. Low-income respondents
significantly reported more negative emotions than did high income ones, including more worry, sadness, loneliness,
and anger and this has also been down tothese LTNs as communication has been really poor throughout the whole
process.

Would you not agree that as a council we must listen to the views of local cllrs and residents ? Because our residents
have spoken and if we listen actively 67% have opposed it loud and clear

I am an active councillor and know my area and have grown up here and | engage with the residents and | have never
heard from you or the administration it has always been me trying to engage and it’s really been frustrating and there
must be accountability right here right now.

For Temple Cowley, this means removing the Crescent Road and Temple Road bollards. This would restore an
alternative route for vehicles trying to get between East Oxford and Hollow Way, and relieve the pressure on Oxford
Rd, The Original Swan Junction, and Hollow Way. It is congestion in these areas which is directly contributing to poor
air quality and increased journey times for residents in Lye Valley Ward.

Once the Crescent Road bollard is removed the county council should implement traffic calming and speed reduction
measures for Crescent Road, measures which enhance local amenity and help road safety, but which do not totally
prevent through traffic.

Hollow Way would also benefit from the removal of some of its on-street parking. This will help traffic flow, help
prevent bus delays and improve safety for cyclists.

I understand that the cabinet will not be agreeing any definitive adjustments to the LTN schemes today but will be
agreeing to further consultation on proposals for implementation by Spring 2023. The county council’s record on
consultation to date has been woeful. Residents beyond the boundary roads of the schemes have not been sufficiently
inwlved (even though they suffer the knock-on effects of the schemes). The needs of major community groups,
institutions, businesses, and workers have been overlooked or misunderstood. The County Council must up its game
in this area and crucially, convince people that this consultation matters. Only 22.8% of the 729 people who expressed
an opinion on the Temple Cowley scheme were supportive. With this low level of support many residents woul d
expect the LTN trial scheme to be dropped completely.

Please take action to ensure that local wices are listened to, and adjustments are put in place as soon as possible to
improve the schemes for the majority of local people negatively affected by them.
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Dear all,

| hope you are all well and in good health. The reason | am writing this is to highlight my huge concerns
about the LTN in oxford.

| would like to raise and highlight the impact on the local community including Muslim populations who
feel they are second class citizen. As the LARGEST minority community (MUSLIM) in oxford seems to be
underplayed and completely ignored, such as the planning process such as access for 5 daily prayers
performed in the Mosque, children education classes Monday — Friday between 5pm — 7pm and the main
is Friday Prayer in the afternoon comes to congregate from different part of Oxfordshire, and of course the
month of Ramadan as well as Funerals and other activities.

The LTNs will have a great impact on our community, as for majority do not have the choice but driven
because of commuting distance from the Mosque specially our elderly & disabled who are the main
attendees. It seems that no thought was given when planning around these needs or have been catered
for, which is a shame and blight on the local planning authorities.

Overall, the perception of the LTN scheme is very divisive proposal to benefit a minority at the expense of a
large majority whose opinions & needs completely ignored. This scheme will create a big gap between the
working class and the more affluent middle-class section of the community, as the implementation of LTN
is in working class area of Oxford.

People are already facing difficult times due to rise in living cost and these schemes both in terms of timing
and impact further exacerbates this suffering.

Public opinion is against these schemes and the result from recent survey reflects this, whereby LTNs are
opposed and rejected by a majority in the local community.

The effect it has on the community is tremendous, parents taking children to school are late for school,
elderly people are suffering due the access traffic on the road they’re missing important doctors and
hospital appointments.

Ordinary people are suffering due to increase in price of shopping because more fuel burnt due of longer
journeys. LTN Increases the pollution level on main roads | am sure that can’t be healthy for those people
living there. Inflation rate already is high which hyped the prices on supermarket shelves, we don’t need
LTN adding up to already misery

people have gone through during pandemic. If anything, we should be more supportive towards the
community and not make difficult times, harder.

The business community of East Oxford will be greatly at a loss from these schemes. Despite not having
recovered from the impact of pandemic for the past two years this will bankrupt some businesses.

| am not against traffic calming measures | am sure there are better ways to control the flow of traffic then
simply blocking the roads. | am in favor of the suggestion put forward by St Mary’s ward the slow traffic
neighborhood, which in my opinion will be much more affective then LTN.

| hope you will investigate this issue for the sake of our community and stop this horrible and divisive
scheme from implementation and further ruining Oxford for the appeasement of a limited number of

lobbyists.

Kind Regards,

Kamruz Zaman
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I’m a pedestrian, a cyclist, and a driver.

| don’t live in Cowley, but my daughter does. She walks everywhere.

Thanks to the Low Traffic restrictions, | now have to drive a longer route to get to her house, but I’m extremely
happy about this, because when we are walking in Cowley, it’s quieter, and less smelly, and we no longer have to
worry about the traffic racing past.

We love it.

It’s made me more aware of the effect of through traffic on neighbourhoods, and now when I’m driving, | try to
choose routes that avoid residential streets, and | use the ring road or other major routes whenever | can.

| live in Headington, I’'m hoping that my part of Oxford will also be a Low Traffic Neighbourhood soon. | have
sometimes cut through Northway to get to the Marston Ferry Road, or along Barton Lane to get to the Ring Road.
But people like me should be prevented from doing this.

A lot depends on improved bus services, and putting up road blocks is NOT enough for the council to rest on its
laurels. But it is a start.

Yes, of course at first traffic shifts to other roads. But once the smaller streets are safer for walking and cycling
there will be fewer cars.

And it’s obvious that whether it’s convenient or not, we have to cut pollution and make this a safe and comfortable

place to live.

Hannah Cole
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Cllr Linda Smith, City Councillor for Lye Valley Ward.
Address to County Council Cabinet, 19™" July 2022.

Adjustments Needed to Temple Cowley Low Traffic Neighbourhood.

The Temple Cowley LTN as currently configured acts in a way which is contrary to the objectives of the
Low Traffic Neighbourhoods. It has had consequences unforeseen by the county council and must be
adjusted as the current layout is displacing traffic and causing unprecedented levels of congestion and air
pollution along Oxford Rd and Hollow Way. This congestion is a daily nightmare for local road users of all
types, including bus passengers who find their journeys between Cowley and the city centre can be
delayed by 45 minutes or more. Nitrogen Dioxide levels for Hollow Way are now among the highest in the
city, comparable only to the city centre and St Clements. These roads are residential and home to families,
it is not fair that the quality of their environment should be degraded in order to improve the amenity of their
neighbours in roads protected by the new LTNs.

The high-handed imposition of unpopular LTN trials by the county council during the pandemic has pitted
neighbour against neighbour and divided our communities, Oxford is a small city and needs holistic city-
wide action to reduce car use. In the meantime, the current LTN schemes need to be adjusted to
ameliorate the worst of the damage they are causing and improve the daily lives of local residents.

For Temple Cowley, this means removing the Crescent Road bollard. This would restore an alternative
route for vehicles trying to get between East Oxford and Hollow Way, and relieve the pressure on Oxford
Rd, The Original Swan Junction, and Hollow Way. It is congestion in these areas which is directly
contributing to poor air quality and increased journey times for residents in Lye Valley Ward.

Once the Crescent Road bollard is removed the county council should implement traffic calming and speed
reduction measures for Crescent Road, measures which enhance local amenity and help road safety, but
which do not totally prevent through traffic.

Hollow Way would also benefit from the removal of some of its on-street parking. This will help traffic flow,
help prevent bus delays and improve safety for cyclists.

| understand that the cabinet will not be agreeing any definitive adjustments to the LTN schemes today but
will be agreeing to further consultation on proposals for implementation by Spring 2023. The county
council’s record on consultation to date has been woeful. Residents beyond the boundary roads of the
schemes have not been sufficiently involved (even though they suffer the knock-on effects of the schemes).
The needs of major community groups, institutions, businesses, and workers have been overlooked or
misunderstood. The County Council must up its game in this area and crucially, convince people that this
consultation matters. Only 22.8% of the 729 people who expressed an opinion on the Temple Cowley
scheme were supportive. With this low level of support many residents would expect the LTN trial scheme
to be dropped completely.

Please take action to ensure that local voices are listened to, and adjustments are put in place as soon as
possible to improve the schemes for the majority of local people negatively affected by them.
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speech to cabinet by Danny Yee, 19 July 2022

| urge you to make the Cowley low traffic neighbourhoods permanent,
and to address any problems they raise by moving forwards rather than
backwards.

The Cowley LTNs are essential to the county's transport plans.
Removing them would be a huge setback to the goals both of the Fair
Deal Alliance you represent and of the county's Local Transport Plan. It
would be inconsistent with the county's commitment to Vision Zero. It
would be incompatible with other schemes that have been put in place
or are underway. And it would risk funding from the Department for
Transport.

It is a Fair Deal Alliance policy to "create a transport network that
makes active travel the first choice for short journeys". Which is simply
impossible without the LTNs, witness the unprecedented active travel
boom they have brought, especially to schools. The Local Transport
Plan commits not only to a transport hierarchy that prioritises walking
and cycling, but explicitly to low traffic neighbourhoods, especially
where they enable strategic cycle routes. In this case, that would be
the OCR16 cycle route along Rymers Lane and Littlemore Rd,
connecting Littlemore to East Oxford and the city centre.

The LTNs have addressed many injury hotspots. The Rymers-
Cornwallis junction, for example, was so bad that a previous Cowley
councillor spent two years of his discretionary funds to put in ineffective
traffic calming. And there were multiple injury hotspots induced by
short-cutting motor traffic turning onto or off the main roads, for
example at the bottom of Church Hill Rd.

The Quickways cycling schemes are designed to work alongside the
LTNs. They presuppose the removal of most of the motor traffic turning
into and out of side streets. And they reduce the main road speed
limits to 20mph, a change which would push more traffic down side
streets if the LTNs were not in place.

Taking out the Cowley LTNs would immediately terminate the county's
shortlisted £20 million bid for mini-Holland funding and would risk future
funding for active travel.

With the Didcot-Culham road project the previous administration left
you a scheme you have had to grin and bear, but with these LTNs they
started something positive. Undoing them would leave over ten
thousand people with significantly worse conditions for walking and
cycling than they had when you came to power.
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Speech at the Cabinet Meeting in relation to the Cowley LTNs on 18/7/22:

By Mr. Bashir Ahmed. The Chairman of C. O. L. T. A — City of Oxford Licensed Taxi-cab
Association.

Dear Chair:

It is a huge shame that the Hackney Carriage (more commonly referred to as the black cab)
trade which provides an essential and alternative public transport option for thousands of
travelling passengers weekly in Oxford is once again being ignored in such important
matters that affects us.

There are approximately 4,600 businesses in Oxford providing around 114,000 jobs. Around
7 million people visit our great city each year. With these figures in front of us, doesn’t the
authority see black cabs playing a vital role in getting people around of oxford efficiently?
Because the desire is to push people away from bringing their cars in to oxford city or
residents driving their own cars.

Cowley LTNs have proven to be a disaster for our trade further complicating our journeys
with obstacles placed in our paths. Cowley (just as East Oxford) is a busy area for us where
we regularly pick up and drop off passengers. Since the introduction of LTNs, we have
continuously been lumped in with the general traffic along Iffley road and Cowley road and
have not been able to provide an efficient service to any of our passengers including those
in wheelchairs and those who are vulnerable.

We have a long history of getting passengers to their destination quickly and efficiently with
safety and comfort and avoiding congested routes which benefits the paying passengers. All
main routes are now regularly congested due to LTNs. Passengers are picked up late and
dropped off late at their destination be it in the city centre, business park, science park,
unipart, car plant or hospitals.

Furthermore, it’s important to highlight this fact that the black cab trade is asked to make a
huge investment in electric taxis. By 2025 all of our current taxis will have to be zero
emissions capable (electric taxis) and each costing around £70,000 - £75,000. Twenty
percent of our trade are already operating in zero emissions capable cabs. Unlike buses, we
don't get any subsidy from the government or local Council. But we are doing our bit helping
the environment in a very difficult financial climate.

We need unrestricted access through all roads in Oxford and a 24 hour rank in the City
centre. We are experiencing a negative impact on our trade due to the Cowley LTNs. There
is no balance in the investment we are asked to make against the road closures we face
which is having a significant financial impact on our drivers. This is during the time of very
high living costs and very high fuel prices.

Our cabs are easily recognised and accessible and 100% of them are wheelchair accessible.
And again | say this, you are ignoring the essential service we provide especially to the
elderlies, partially or fully disabled, vulnerable, mothers with young children and those in
wheelchairs.
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If the authority is serious in its consideration of the installation of ANPR cameras just as you
have done on Cornwallis road and Bartholamew road, then we would request that two
further roads AS A MINIMUM are considered. These are Littlehay road and Littlemore road
so our trade is able to access these roads to provide service to our passengers without
further delays. It’s important not to get too concerned about this request because it
obviously will not be the case where all 107 black cabs will go through these roads at once.

But it must be stressed that this needs to be put in place immediately without further delay
as we and our passengers are impacted very badly on a daily basis. But if these means
lengthy delays in further consultations which will take months etc, then access must be
granted immediately. Why are we and our passengers made to suffer due to a trial period
which should be focussing on private car usage.

Thank you for reading.

Mr. B Ahmed
C.O.L.T.A

Page 30



o B

T arclb e COHSAT

COALITION For HEALTHY STREETS anc ACTIVE TRAVEL

Cowley LTNs
CoHSAT - Robin Tucker, Co-Chair

Since Sat-nav came to mobile phones in 2008, traffic on urban residential roads has risen
30% while staying level on main roads?.

This increase:
e Made cycling and even crossing the street feel dangerous,
e Stopped parents from letting their children walk or cycle to school,
e and took passengers away from buses, leading to service cuts.

This gave us worse health, worse climate and more stuck traffic.

There are few ways to reverse these problems, and none are easy.
But the Cowley LTNs have brought quieter, cleaner, better streets for 10,000 people.

More people are walking and cycling, and fewer driving, a trend we know continues for 3
or 4 years.

For the third of Cowley households who don’'t own a car, and those who can’t drive, the

guiet streets are heaven sent. Children can walk or ride to school. Teens can visit friends
independently. Older people can cross the road without a moving wall of traffic.

We urge you to keep them and do more.
Beyond one minute...

Modal shift, to public and active transport, is essential to the city’s transport future and to
addressing climate change. It can only be achieved when the balance is tipped, and even
a fuel price rise from 120p to 199.9p has made no significant difference, and Stevenage
and Milton Keynes show that a network of good cycle routes is not sufficient on its own.

Making driving less convenient is essential, and that inevitably involves some friction. With
LTNs you are also removing a pollution and road safety danger from residential streets,
improving active travel options, and reversing a displacement occurring largely since 2008.

1 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/road-traffic-estimates-in-great-britain-2019 page 18
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Hazel Dawe —LTN decision

This Council has declared a climate emergency —and rightly so. The excessive summer temperatures
we are currently experiencing and the wildfires in Europe and California are testimony to that
climate emergency. We have to reduce our CO2 emissions and one way to do that isto reduce the
trafficon our streets. This council must reduce trafficin Oxford, and the best most effective way to
do that istrafficfilters, whetheras part of an LTN or part of a widertrafficreduction strategy. Not
only should the council make the Cowley LTNs permanent they should do the same with the East
Oxford LTNs when the time comes. To do otherwise would be toignore your own policy.

Trafficreduction helps combat the climate emergency butit alsoimproves health and community
cohesion. Oxfordis an asthmahot spot with extremely poorair quality. | cycle through the Cowley
LTNs regularly—it sued to be a scary experience, now itisa pleasure.

Opponents have argued that LTNs have caused trafficcongestion elsewhere . They have forgotten
what the trafficwas like before lockdown. I have cycled Cowley road/ Oxford Road and Hollow Way
frequently since 2017 — the trafficnow is actually still slightly lighter than before lockdown most of
the time. Every trafficjam caused by a RTC, a vehicle breakdown orroadworks isimmediately
blamed onthe LTNs — Thisis clearly not true.

Some local businesses say that theirturnoveris down. We are currentlyina cost of lining crisis that
is causing people to reduce theirspending. SO of course businesses are struggling. But pleasedon’t
blame the LTNs.

Claim shave been made about emergency services being delayed —these have turned out to be
incorrect or exaggerated. The ambulance service isinfavour of LTNs because they understand the
health benefits they bring, The fire brigade was recently delayed not because of the LTNs but
because of vandalism to one of the bollards which made itimpossible to operate.

Notonly do we know from copious research that LTN’s cause initial strong resistance among small
numbers of residents which then transformsinto acceptance and eventuallyacceptance. We have
direct experience of thatourselvesin Oxford. Whetheritis the trafficfilterin Bateman Street or that
in Napier Road for example, noone living nearby would now want those —and the many other
similarroadsin Oxford —reopened.

Mu local councillorhas announced that she will be asking forthe Crescent Road bollardtoebre
moved. | strongly oppose this. | have personal experience of this road before the bollard was
installed. It was aroad rage nightmare. She will ask for trafficcalming measurers to be installed.
Chicanesare alreadyin place —they have been a major cause of road rage as driversvied to get
through the pinch point first.

Please do notremove the Crescent Road bollard and please keep the Cowley LTNs in place.

Thank you
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Chris Heron: 1 live in Cowley, and every week my three children goto school, Karate, Beavers,
Cubs, football, and swimming, by walking or cycling through one or more of the Cowley

LTNs. We regularly go shopping, visit the cinema, post office, friends etc, without needing to
use our car. Please don’t force us back into using our car, costly and sedentary in nature. And
please don’t deny other local residents the same opportunities to consider reducing their car
use, where they can. Many residents of this part of Oxford either can’t afford to run acar, or
are car dependent due to lack of alternative options, and are required to forgo other things
because they can’t safely switch to a low cost active travel option. Somewhere along the way
we have allowed car culture to dominate our lives to the extent that we have forgotten what it
was like before they became ubiquitous. Walking and cycling are not middle-class preserves,
everyone should have the option to walk or cycle safely around their neighbourhoods.

LTNs do work, they just need time to get going

The Cowley LTNs are generating modal shift, and in some areas that has clearly snowballed. As
we emerge from covid-induced bus use suppression, traffic is trending downwards across all
roads, meaning the initial LTN traffic displacement is evaporating, and ALL residents benefit
from reduced congestion and air pollution. This will keep improving, given time.

Carrots do not work when it comes to driving behaviours

In Oxford the Cowley LTNs are the first hard nudge that people have been given to considering
their driving behaviours, after decades of softly softly requests. LTNs are certainly more stick
than carrot, but we have to acknowledge that the carrots are not working - | believe you could
offer to pay people to use the buses and to take-up cycling, and they would still cling to car use
while it remains the most individually convenient form of transport.

The Cowley LTN consultation was hijacked

During the Cowley LTN consultation window, a number of groups mobilized significant non-
local opposition to the Cowley LTNs, which | believe directly influenced the consultation
outcomes. In contrast, the pro-LTN groups did very little tin this regard - manufacturing
consultation responses is just grubby, and something that needn’t be necessary based on the
notion of council consultation as a valuable feedback loop, rather than a referendum.

If anyone 'won' the Cowley LTN consultation, it was those who are ambivalentto LTNs

There were only 1,537 objections recorded by the official consultation, out of an electorate of
approximately 30,000 across the four county council divisions closest to the Cowley LTNs,
meaning that fewer than 1 in 20 of the electorate actively oppose the LTNs, probably closerto 1
in 30 if you include under-18s. The 95% of the local population who do not actively object to
the LTNs provides a clear mandate to make them permanent. In particular, Generation Z did
not respond to the consultation, but we know they have the strongest commitment to
addressing the climate emergency, and that the next generation (my own children) deserve a
chance to grow-up in a city that has re-balanced it's environment from long-standing car
dominance to shared space for people.

Please follow the officers recommendation to make the Cowley LTNs permanent.
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AnnaRailton

65% of car journeysare under3 milesin Oxford, and there is scope therefore to switch many of
those to walkingand cycling. Yourown evaluationinthe LTN areas is showing that more people are
walking and cycling, and the extraordinary changes at Larkrise show that modal shiftis happening.
The changes we are seeingare

e Peopleareabletocycle with childrento primary schools

e Olderchildrenare able to cycle by themselves to secondary schools and to see friends

e Olderpeople cancrossthe road on Crowell Road and Rymer’s Lane without a moving wall of
traffic

e Thousands of people in East Oxford now have a safe, quietand pleasantroute to the center
of Oxford

And onthe day afterthe temperature record in Oxford has been broken, the need foraction to
reduce carbon emissions from transport (Oxfordshire’s biggest emitting sector at 36%) is never more
pressing. Cyclox urgesyou to accept the recommendations of your officers and keep the Cowley
LTNs.
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Sarah Lockyer: Low Transport Area Statement

| am a wheelchair, user. It is my main form of transport, as well as the bus.

On main roads | wheel on the pavements, but on the side roads, such as in Florence Park, |
often need to wheel on the road. This is because the pavements are often blocked by
parked cars or bins and other random items. Pavements are also hard work in a wheelchair,
due to the camber and the positioning of the drop-kerbs and the many side street kerbs |
need to climb up and down. The pavements are also often very uneven. Because of this it is

important for me that traffic is reduced.

| live near to the junction of Cornwallis Road and Rymers Lane, which before the LTNs

were very busy, and dangerous, with frequent speeding traffic and inevitable accidents. Cars
whizzing past forced me into the kerb, which because of the camber of the road. This is
difficult and unpleasant for me.

| love the LTNs ! They have transformed these roads and my life! As there are fewer cars |
can wheel in the road if | need to and they can easily drive past me and | can safely pull in

if | hear a car approaching - it works well.
| also love seeing more people cycling and walking around Florence Park.

My father sometimes drives to pick me up. He doesn’t find it a problem to slightly alter his
route due to the LTN, in fact he prefers the LTN being there, because the reduced traffic
makes it easier for him to load my wheelchair (and me) in and out of his car.

Both my neighbours are also keen on the LTN. One family have young children who cycle to
school in East Oxford. The other family do love their cars, but they also love our now quiet
road so their grandchildren can play safely. Last summer the LTN inspired them to repair

their bikes to resume cycling again.
| really hope our LTNs become permanent and | am pleased that LTNs have been installed

in other dangerous roads like Divinity Road and Magdalen Rd. It would be awful if we had to
go back to the previous situation.
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Remarks to Liz Leffman and Cabinet
Cowley LTN decision meeting
19 July 2022 -- 10 a.m.

Dear Councillor Leffman, Dear Cabinet,

The Cowley LTNs are stimulating climate-friendly travel. People all around my neighbourhood
are dusting off bicycles they haven't used in years. The bike racks at my kids’ school are
overwhelmed.

Today’s heat emergency reminds us why it is so important to make these LTNs permanent.

Let's not stop here. Let's make the East Oxford LTNs permanent and let's start LTN trials in
Headington.

Above all, let's progress the Oxford-wide 'Zero Carbon Transport' scheme. This will make all of
Oxford's roads 'local' roads. It will create a funding stream for low-carbon transport. And it will

make buses the best option for reaching the Westgate Centre.

You have put climate at the top of your coalition manifesto. Today is an opportunity to live up to
that ambition.

Thank you.

Scott Urban
Oxford OX4
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FAO: County Council Cabinet; Mr Colm O Caomhénaigh
Subject: For 19 July OCC Cabinet Meeting, Agenda Item 6: Cowley LTN Experimental TRO

Dear Councillors,

| live in the Temple Cowley LTN and | speak for many residents and neighbours who are dismayed that LTNs have been
imposed on us in an unreasonable, undemocratic, and irrational manner, with no regard for age, disability, access, or
livelihoods. The premise that everyone can cycle, walk or take public transport is false and discriminatory.

Every road in Temple Cowley has been turned into a cul-de-sac. This prevents through traffic, increases our
inconvenience, compromises our safety, and pushes traffic into queues on arterial roads. When we drive — for essential
reasons — we are forced to travel further and to sit in queues we don’t want to be in to reach our destinations.

LTNs were introduced as an experiment to reduce traffic, cut emissions, and increase cycling and walking. This
experiment fails as they neither reduce emissions nor traffic movements, but displace them elsewhere. Because of
traffic queues more cyclists cycle on pavements making walking more hazardous. | know as | am a keen walker and
since LTNs were introduced find myself in frequent battles with pavement cyclists who think the pavement is their
territory, not mine. Neighbourhoods are divided as many are now disadvantaged with high traffic — displaced and
gridlocked — longer journeys, more pollution, and delayed deliveries and services. We are all aware of global warming
and the need to cut emissions, but the irrationality of imposing LTNs is not the answer. We need a carrot, not a stick.

Not everyone can work from home or walk / cycle everywhere. The current schemes promote inequality and
disproportionately disadvantage carers, key workers, parents, small businesses, taxis, families, residents, those who
work away from home, and others who need to drive. Relatively short journeys take much longer in slow-moving or
static traffic, which improves neither emissions nor air quality. We need shorter routes, sensible access, and free-
flowing traffic to improve air quality for all — which the current scheme is not delivering. This divisive and poorly
implemented scheme is a failed experiment —and is causing harm to community relations. You must abandon this
scheme and reopen our roads.

Many of my neighbours are retired, or have elderly relatives, and need to use cars. They are disproportionately
affected by current schemes. A recent comment by one sums up the general feeling:

“I just feel utterly defeated, alienated from this area where | have lived all my life and angry. I can't believe that any
of those councillors have been to this area and walked around and talked to people and have seen the long queues.
It doesn't seem as if they care about the views of the majority and they just wish to pursue their political agenda.”

The Council makes a big feature of “listening” to residents, but this is untrue for LTNs. Your own consultations show
the vast majority of residents and local businesses are opposed to the LTNs, yet still you persist with these.

Councillors — Today’s problems are a result of yesterday’s solutions. LTNs are a failed experiment, prompted by
Government handouts during Covid, and are an ill-advised solution which has worsened the problem they were
supposed to solve. They have displaced, not cut, emissions and traffic and have divided neighbourhoods with hostility
and inequality. You are penalising residents and it would be irrational, unreasonable, and undemocratic to make the
current LTNs permanent. The rising cost of fuel is a natural deterrent to non-essential journeys, not these LTNs. LTNs
make journeys longer, more polluting, and more costly — a no-win situation. If you truly wish to reduce traffic and
emissions you would allow vehicles to travel the shortest distance, at moderate speed, for each journey. Try
experimental speed limits with ANPR’s to achieve your aims instead. Time to return to the drawing-board, learn from
this experiment, scrap the current LTNs, re-open our roads, and open constructive consultation with all parties for a
better, more equitable, solution. Yes, we have a problem with our environment, climate change, and health — but, to
quote a Dr. Who episode “Give a monkey control of the environment, and it will fill the world with bananas. (Moffatt,
1985)”. Bananas are not the solution — neither are the current LTNs.

Yours sincerely,
Judith Harley
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Sadiea Mustafa-Awan’s Submission for Oxfordshire Council Cabinet Meeting
on 19 July 2022 at 11:30am regarding Low Traffic Neighbourhoods.

| have met with Cllr Duncan Enright on multiple occasions. | recently met with Clir Andrew
Gant too and we discussedthe impact LTNs are having on Littlemore. | have made numerous
submissions before to highlight why the LTNs do not work and | maintain that position and
support those making submissions today, opposing LTNs and why they should be removed.
The evidence is simply not there that they have worked and the majority of residents are
against them.

They disproportionately adversely impact the elderly, disabled, working-class and ethnic
minorities. LTNs have divided the community and pitted residents againstresidents,somuch
so that people are vandalising the LTNs and residents are having “stand-offs”. My fear is that
we are on the verge of a revolt over this and the “stand-offs” are likely to become violent
very soon. This cannot go on any longer!

In Littlemore, we have no amenities, no GP surgery, no pharmacy, no dentist and our bus
services have been cut. It is beyond belief that despite all of these things and the evidence
that they have not worked, not to mention the concerns raised by emergency services, the
recommendation before the cabinet is to make them permanent, with modifications and to
continue to consult. In London they are scrapping the schemes. Will the Council be brave
today and stand up for the elderly, disabled, working-class and ethnic minorities?

To make them permanent today, would be an affront to democracy and would further
damage the relations and trust between the Council and residents.

This entire experiment has been a shambles from the very start. We need to accept that this
has been a complete failure and we need to go back to the drawing board. You need to
engage with the community to find solutions that work. | am happy to work with any
Councillor who wants to bridge the divide and find workable solutions.

As at today’s date, we do not know what the modifications are likely to be. How will you
decide what they should be? How will you continue to monitor the scheme? What will the
ongoing consultation look like? When will it be reviewed? What is the measure of success?
Who will be making the decision? We need answers to these questions before you
implement the recommendation.

What | will say is that Littlemore Road/Crowell Road LTN must immediately be opened. It is
a main arterial route into and out of Littlemore. This LTN is the one that most residents are
angered by! HERE ME NOW! OPEN THAT ROAD!

The LTN on Mayfair Road is dangerous! Why are there three planters preventing emergency
services from having any access! If the LTN is to stay, it must be ANPR NOT A BOLLARD so
the emergency services and the disabled have access.

| have heard that the Council is considering trialling the Fulham Scheme, which will convert

all LTNS into ANPR to allow the disabled, emergency services and residents access. If ANPR
is installed, then the category of residents should include all residents living in Littlemore.
Thank you for your time.
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001 Taxis have remained open minded regarding the LTNs and the Zero Emissions Zone has we recognise the need to
reduce emissions, tackle climate change and increase physical exercise.

As alocal transport Business we also recognise we have aresponsibly to reduce ourimpacton the local
environment.

Over half of ourfleet now consists of hybrid vehicles that produce little or no emissions whiledriving at 30 or below.

Oxford does not have a modern updated road network (Main roads for most routes were builtin the mid to late
1800’s

Oxfordis not a city that has a suitable road network to allow these LTN’s installed around residential streets as this
will have huge impacts on already heavilycongested routesinand around Oxford. This will have adevastingimpact
for emergency services that get delayed by such routes being so busy causing many minutes added to each
emergency call which inits own rights will have terrible consequences for peopleinalife and deathsituation.

Furthermore, Oxford without LTN’s is already seeing lots of congestion on main routes e.g., Cowley Road. When
Oxford has a majorroad accident-causing closures to various main routes e.g., north Oxford, A34 etcit holds Oxford
to an absolute standstill. With the addition to LTN’s this will leave Oxford in adire situation causing a majorincrease
to pollution and emissions which will impact on people’s health as the main roads used are also used by cyclist’sand
pedestrians.

| understand the logictothe LTN’s inthe aim of reducing emissions and if Oxford were a bigger city with proper road
routes and structure e.g., Milton Keynes. The schemewould seesome success, but theirroad networkis excellent.

The pointhere is Oxford’s main routesincluding Iffley Road, Cowley Road, Banbury Road, Abingdon Road were built
inthe midto late 1800’s when the mode of transport was horse and carriage. In comparison Milton Keynes network
was builtinthe late 1900's. If Oxford had a better network of roads, we would notbe inthe situation we are.

They disadvantage disabled people

People with disabilities or poor health are beingignored and furtherisolated. Most disabled peoplerely on cars or
taxis which will cause majorissuesto theirway of life and could impact further on their mental health asa result.

They slow down emergency services

Thisis a genuine factorthat must be taken into consideration with LTNs. The fact that some LTN’s are accessible is
not the overriding objective but the main routes already struggling with high volume trafficwill see emergency
servicesunable to getthrough the trafficwhich will cause delays to all emergency services causing delays of many
minutes. Not only will thisimpact on the type of emergency but will increase times above the national response
target times e.g. Paramedic Category 1calls should be responded to within <7 minutes.

Recent Story of the first set of LTN’s that have beeninstalled in Cromwell Road, Cowley hasimpacted on the
Ambulance service reactingto a Category 1 call onroute they could not access Crowell Road due towooden planters
blocking the road this caused a delay of a few minutes. Which could have saved the gentlemen’s life!

https://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/19173315.cowley-Itns-didnt-kill-man-says-ambulance-service/
Theyincrease air pollution on otherroads

LTNs do not “evaporate” traffic, they merely displace it, and in increasing congestion, they boost overall pollution
levels onto main roads that already suffer with high levels pollution.

They are bad forlocal businesses

Businesses are already financially affected by the pandemic; more changes will destabilise them further duringa
period of uncertainty which by all meansis farfrom over.

They disproportionately benefit privileged people
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LTNs focus on residential streets and because property pricestend to be loweron busierroads, all the schemesdois
push pollution and noise towards poorer people.

They are undemocratic

The arrival for LTN’s have not been thought through because of the pandemic. Most businesses are already
struggling due to the pandemicsome are not even openforbusiness. The UKis inan economical crisis which should
have been reflectedinthe installation of the LTN’s. The Government have recognised that the next wave of LTN’s
need more consultation, the transport secretary has told councils this must be done objectively.

More cycling will cause busy routes to become more dangerous and congested.

The use of bicyclesin Oxfordis already high the main roads used do not cater formore bicyclese.g., Cowley Road.
Theincrease to trafficalong these routes will have an effect on cyclist’s health with more pollution and anincrease
of accidentsinvolving cyclists and motorvehicles. Again, this will cause more trafficjamsinatown that already has a
high-volume trafficproblem. The idea of LTN’s to reduce trafficand the number of vehicles onthe roadis nota fix to
the problems Oxford hasand | would like to referto my opening pointthat Oxford

LTNs:
The reality of the LTNs for our drivers and customers has been very different from their intended outcome.

Journeytimes are taking significantly longerin these areas leading to our customers paying more because the driver
ishavingto take a longerroute with increased trafficdue to trafficdisplacement. Thisdoesinturnlead toan
increase in pollution created by ourvehicles.

Our response time has also been affected the LTNs so not onlyis taking longerto get to our customersit's taking
longertocomplete the bookings. This hasled to an increase in bookings runninglate. increasingly this unfortunately
leads to customers missing hospital appointments, doctors late for work and customers missing their train.

While we recognise significantimprovements are needed to improve road safety and traffic flow blocking roads and
providing no alternativesis notthe answer.

In shortthe LTNs seem are making worse the problems they were trying fix.
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Tina Reid

| have been a resident of Oxford for the past 26 Years. For the past 22 | have lived in Iffley. A
few weeks ago, it took me 40 mins to take my grandchildren (who we care for) to the
dentist. A journey which normally takes 5 minutes. My grandson and | have asthma, and
both had needed to increase our blue inhaler usage since the introduction of LTNs.

| used to find Oxford to be inclusive and dynamic. However, since the introduction of LTNs, |
have seen a very different Oxford. | have seen neighbour shouting at neighbour -in the
street. Our community has become divided and is angry. People on both sides are taking the
law into their own hands. It is no longer harmonious.

| have also noticed that there is a lack of traffic outside rush hour, and | wonder where has it
gone?

Why was it necessary to hijack our roads? We are local people living in a very small city. Our
roads are not rat runs, they are how we get from A — B. Businesses depend on us being able
to get to reach them. Emergency services need to get though- quickly and safely. Carers
need to access the streets to get to their clients, quickly and quietly. | have seen loads of
examples where this is just not working. Such as:

1.Smith and Low, a company trading since 1947, have reported a decrease in footfall and
therefore trade. This is a long-standing Oxford company that is at risk of going under.
Shameful!

2 A friend of mine who runs a local building business has said he will not work on certain
streets in East Oxford as he cannot get there intime. If all trades people did the same, where
would we be?

3 My hairdressers’ travels from Abingdon and now must allow extra travel time between
clients, she has put her prices up and indeed is threatening to give up completely.

We are fortunate to live in a wonderful part of the country, we have parks, canals and river
paths where cyclists can bike to their hearts content. Why do they need to have priority on
the roads? | am not a biker, and never will be. However, | am fully supportive of people
riding bikes if they can. | also appreciate their need to be safe. Sometimes though it is not
appropriate, we are a very small city with lots of people visiting. The roundabout at St
Clements is one of those places where cyclists should dismount and cross the road.

In other parts of the country such as London, they are having to disband LTNs which just
don’t work, and as in Oxford have divided their communities and are seen as discriminatory.
Why spend taxpayers’ money on them, there has been no meaningful consultation, and no
one could have foreseen the unwanted effects they have caused.

| am also worried about the new bus gates that are due to come into effect shortly,
effectively preventing us from going through town. This will be the nail in the coffin. We will
be prisoners in our little communities. Who wants to get snared up on the ring road with all
the through traffic during the summer. | wonder if it's time to leave!
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Michael Evans

Please see the link to my Facebook post and some of the numerous (public)
comments made that | have copied below.

Although | only have 1 minute to talk please note very important concerns that need
to be brought to the attention of the cabinet.

14 comments
Maureen Langridge

For me the LTNs are the most important issue. | have always been aware of my
carbon footprint and how best to reduce it. Now my journey to the cowley centre has
me travelling an extra mile or so. Using more fuel, taking longer, more vehicles
clogging up Rose hill, more wear and tear on my car, more exhaust fumes. It may be
traffic calming in one area on route but not in others. Worst decision ever made.

Lisa McCann

In my opinion of the LTN's, the Litlemore Road one needs removing with immediate
affect. Its blocking all residents the other side from travelling anywhere in Cowley or
BB Leys. We have one route out now via the Oxford Road as the junction of
Newman R... See more The junction is absolutely dangerous!

Joyce Milligan

Michael i think you got a handle on it Fm happy for you to speak for me with some of
Lisa’s points too

Karen Hewlett

Michael nothing much to add as you have likely seen my views and the fact | back all
you say. | just feel sad that the council has done this to our community! | think they
would not get away with this in other communities e.g blackbirds leys would riot...

Susan Allport

In addition NO Bus Gates either

Susan Allport Thanks. | forgot that. ll include with ANPR Cameras
Angela Cox P Richards

Please Michael can you point out a lot of disabled cannot ride bikes, walk or use
buses so a cars a lifeline

Stephen Spencer

A fully independent non political survey of the true traffic pollution caused by the
LTN’s. Published in full.

Carol Barrett

Totally agree with all your points and they mirror my thoughts exactly. Thank you
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Salman Nagvi

Living on Morrell Avenue off St Clements has beenan eye openerin judginghow the LNS’s have
impacted the lives of residents.

The County Council and other elected officials have turned the laws of physics upside down with
theirnotion thatthese LTN’s are somehow goingto reduce emissions. It seems to me as | look
outside my front window that bumperto bumpertraffic, farlonger journey times and the general
stress of individualsin their cars have been superseded by virtue signalling officials and their notions
of green fanaticism. Money spent on dataand research need not be wasted on this vanity projectas
the majority of residents in East Oxford have already spoken outin oppositionto this policy. Their
voices are being curtailed by enforcement leaflets, non-existent consultations and restricted one
minute speechesin publicat Cabinet Meetings.

A leaflet does not constitutea consultation. When you try to force through a policy you have to give
the appearance of engagement with the people. You have to give the appearance of a democratic
process. This so called consultationis an empty gesture to give yourselves coveragainstany
objections from our community. Your partiesinvade othercountriesinthe name of spreading
democracy yetevenat alocal level Councils cannot exercise anything close toa meaningful
engagement with theircommunities. Only when votes are to be earnedis there a knock on the door.
Only whenits of political and personal benefit are we worthy of talking to. Our communityis no
longersubservienttoyour centralised, top down, dictatorial scleroticinstitution.

As forthe economicimpacts upon businesses and individuals. We have lived through the restrictions
of covid and now living through the cost of living crisis. Inflation which isahidden tax to us allis far
higherthanthe 9.1% bogus figure given to us by the Bank of England. Fuel costs are souring, and
these officials decidetoimpose an additional hidden fuel duty tax viathese LTN’S in the 2"¢ most
unaffordable city in the UK.

The LTN’s and the enforced removal of parking on streets like Morrell Avenue is a cost that local
residents will have to pay to subsidise this student utopia beingimplemented by the Councils on
behalf of the Universities.

Obviously thereisaplace forgreen policies and people should be encouraged to use AFFORDABLE
publictransport, walking and the use of bikes. The elderly including my parents are however unable
to metamorphosiseinto youngadults to satisfy this LTN paradox.

This policy must be balanced against public concernsthat LTN’s make pollution worse. They make
people’s lives worse. They make their journeys worse. To intellectualise a debate that these
restrictionsonourlives hasand will impact thisarea adverselyisinitself aninsulttoourcommon
sense.

These policies has been undoubtedly the worst publicrelations disaster between elected o fficials
and the people they pretendto represent.
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Patrick Vale

28 Priory Road
Littlemore

OX4 4NE

Re: Speech at LTN meeting 19th July 2022
Dear Councillors,

I live in Littlemore, and have found positive benefits from the introductions of the LTNs. The
one we travel through most as a family is the Florence Park LTN, but we have also made
use of the Cowley LTN.

The main benefit we see as a family is the ability to move around the city safely (more
safely) on bikes, ‘even’ with the children riding themselves. It is like night and day, travelling
with children on a road that is part of an LTN scheme, versus travelling on one that is not. It
seems insanely dangerous to even attempt travel on non-LTN roads, and so we don't if there
is any way to avoid it. And it is not just us - we have seen many families and individual
cyclists, mobility scooters, wheelchair users, pedestrians, people pushing wheelchairs and
prams, scooters, and even animals crossing safely. LTNs bring the physics of roads within
safe limits for living beings.

Combined with the ring road cycle path, the LTNs make more of Oxford accessible to us,
and the “15 minute city’ - the area we can reasonably access in 15 minutes of travel time, is
vastly bigger. We can access the facilities that are not present in Littlemore, and make
almost all our journeys to work, school, doctor, dentist, shops etc by bike.

We also drive, and have found the traffic flows to be more predictable, and the times we are
stuck in traffic jams to have reduced since the introduction of the LTNs.

The recent aggression demonstrated towards the LTN infrastructure only serves to underline
its importance. It is not hard to follow a thread from the behaviour that begins with vandalism
and traffic offences and becomes careless overtaking and disregard for the safety of children
and others actively travelling on the road. It is a case of vulnerable road users needing
protection, and | would assert that there is a duty of care towards them. They are very many,
and often un-voiced. If allowing those who cannot drive a car even if they wanted to, to travel
safely means addressing the belief in the primacy of private motor traffic above all others,
that sounds like a solid policy decision.

| wholeheartedly support the LTNs and would like to see them continue, and also more
support given to help families travel by bike, for example, by the extension of cargo bike hire
schemes, and improved cycle storage infrastructure for those who don’t have suitable hard
standing at home. | would also like to see some reconciliation workshops to address the
divisions between pro- and anti-LTN views, before the intensity of feeling from a minority of
drivers spills over into targeted aggression of vulnerable road-users or LTN supporters.

With best wishes,
Patrick Vale
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Cowley LTN Decision —John Skinner

| stood as anindependent candidate for StMary’s in the city council elections opposing the LTNs and
providing positive alternative ideas. Independentcandidates received an average of 30% ofthe votes
in the wards where we stood despite starting from a standing start and having no party machine or
name recognition. |canvassed widely and the following points came up repeatedly.

e  Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) is ignoring residents’ overwhelming opposition to the LTNs
in the consultation; with the planned decision to continue the cabinetis arrogantly insisting it
knows best even though none of you live in the area. You are not listening

e The LTNs are crude one-size-fits all, cheap schemes thatharm public transport by forcing all
traffic onto the main roads; now the schemes have been introduced, the council is making them
worse by imposing dangerous cycle Quickways; these encourage cyclists to use the same
clogged arterial roads when they are clearly not wide enough to accommodate them; cycling
safety specialists advise that cyclists should be separated from heavy traffic. What clowns
designed a scheme to clear the side streets of fraffic and then force cyclists into the same
space? lIs it sensible to promote cargo bikes with children and then create polluted quickways?

e Allthe metrics and evidence produced by the Council on the Cowley LTNs show they are not
working; pollution has increased to dangerous levels on the main roads, it has not been not
reduced as promised; congestion has increased with none of the promised * traffic
evaporation”; the council has produced no evidence ofany increase in active travel; the
scheme is slowing down public transport; and the emergency services have all decided notto
unlock bollards delaying access to affected areas (they all opposed lockable bollards in the
consultation but were ignored); how can a failed scheme be continued?

o The inequity, unfaimess and divisiveness of these schemes needs to be heard; how canitbe
fair for residents of Oxford Road, Hollow Way, Ifiey Road, Cowley Rd, St Clements and Morrell
Avenue suffer from hours of excessive pollution caused by traffic exported from other leafy
semi-gated gentrified communities? Is it fair to rob the residents ofthese polluted streets 0f 640
parking spaces to establish dangerous Quickways? How can it be fair for the poorer areas of
Oxford to have this imposed while all Lib-Dem areas are carefully excluded?

e The schemes make itimpossible for many to getto work and do their jobs; access to
Headington hospitals is made much worse exacerbating existing problems and poor public
transport; hospital staff are leaving because they cannotjuggle busy work and home lives;
many vital GP and Outpatient appointments are being missed because patients can'tgetto
them on time; the council needs to listen and not carry on regardless ignoring all problems.

Finally inits consultation response, OCC is saying that it is willing to consider further changes including
the use of ANPR in the areas affected; all previous consultation with affected residents and businesses
have been tokenistic, but OCC has assiduously listened and copied ideas from lobbyists from active
travel and cycling groups; so far, the council has not listened to businesses, they have notlistened to
faith groups, they have notlistened to carers and workers impacted by the LTNs orto voters. If the
schemes are to be changed, these voices mustbe listened to and the knowledge of the independent
and other opponents should be heard. Revised proposals need to be inclusive with a real attempt to
bring the different sides together. The unfaimess and divisive nature ofthe LTNs needs acknowledging
and addressing, and measures to supportbusiness, disabled residents, faith groups and those who use
a car for work need to be putin place.
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Submission by Anne Stares to Oxfordshire County Council meeting 19t July 2022

The question that you are being asked to consider today is far more significant than
whether Oxford retains the LTN’s, itis a question concerning your integrity and your
belief in the values of trust, honesty and democracy which are the corner stones of
our society.

We all enjoy the privilege of voting and we can often be disappointed that our choice
has not been reflected by the majority. We accept our individual disappointment,
confident in the belief that as flawed as the democratic process might be, itis
ultimately the fairest system we might have. Having said that, unsurprisingly, at this
time trust in politicians is at an all time low.

Some of you appear to exist in a social media bubble where you all agree that what
you are doing is right, but this a filtered bubble where people who disagree are
banned & suspended, making the research of public opinion corrupt.

This scheme has blighted our lives, our communities, our business’s and our city.

LTNs have been rejected by a huge majority inyour consultations, thousands have
signed anti LTN petitions & many many more write to you -all routinely ignored. This
is the reality, these the true voices of Oxford-but do you listen?

It is the obvious disregard for the democratic voice, that has led to serious civil
disobedience, not vandalism as claimed, but a city demanding to be heard-but do
you listen?

You are privileged to represent the people of Oxfordshire and again, | would ask you
to consider what are your values and what does integrity mean to you.
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Oliver Shipp Statement to Cabinet: Tuesday 19t July 2022, 11.30am

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to this important decision today.
I'm very sorry that my work commitments in the NHS mean that | can’t read this to
you, but | do hope you are still able to hear my message.

I live in East Oxford with my young family — two kids aged 8 and 5, who go to
Larkrise School and play in Florence Park, our local park.

The Cowley LTNs have been fantastic, nothing short of transformational for our
family, please can we keep them?

Our experience is that before the LTNs, | would never let my children cycle to
Florence Park. Cricket Road and Rymers Lane were horribly unsafe, with so many
car drivers using it as a cut-through.

Thanks to the LTNs, we now cycle to Florence Park several times a week as a family
— the kids feel safe on the low traffic roads, and | am now happy to give them their
freedom — they absolutely love it. They have been great for my own mental health
too, now | can walk or cycle without the stress of danger to my children or the threat
to myself of dangerously heavy motor traffic.

Please, please, make all the LTN filters permanent, so that my family and many,
many others like us in the area can continue to travel actively and safely around our
local area.

Thank you,
Oliver Shipp

Page1ofl
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Short speech for cabinet meeting 19 July — Cowley LTNs — Ines Wilhelm

Thank you for the opportunity to speak at today’s meeting. | would like to express my support for
the LTNs and hope you will vote in favour of keeping them.

I live inthe Florence Park neighbourhood. We movedinto ourhouse inlate 2019, before the LTNs
were implemented. We were completely taken by surprise about the trafficvolumesin ourstreet
aftermovingin. Thisisjust a small residential street, we thought, why is there so much traffic?|
noticed that the majority of my previous Oxford addresses werein “access only” roads, either
“natural” cul-de-sacs or with historicfilters - so many of Oxford’s roads are already laid out like this.
So the volume of trafficthrough a residential street without this feature was staggering for us.

Once the LTNs wentin, our area completely transformed. Instead of trafficjams and idling engines
outside our house, particularly at school drop off/pick up times, there are children walking and
cycling to school. Obviously this makesit nicerforusto live in ourstreet. But for me this is not just
about my quality of life. Thisis about something entirely different: child independence.

| grew up with a single Mum, a nurse who worked 2 jobs to provide for herfamily. Mum would never
have been able todrive usanywhere. She just wouldn’t have had the time. Sometimes we didn’t
even have a car, when we had a breakdown and no money forrepairs. But she didn’t need toworry
about how we getto school, to the park or the swimming pool —because we had safe and quiet
cycle routes. My brotherand | had complete independence to move around in our neighbourhood.
We would often “gofora bike ride” or cycle to a cool playgroundin adifferent area. Children today
do not have this freedom, because there are too many cars, and it’s notsafe. Thisis just notfair on
children, norontheirparents. We have to rebalance our streets, which should be shared spaces —to
make more room for people who use these spaces outside of cars.

| don’t have any children myself, but | wantevery child in Oxford to be able to safely and

independently travelto school, to the park, to the swimming pool. And without the LTNs, this will
neverhappen.

Thanks for taking thisinto account.

Ines Wilhelm
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County Council Meeting, 24 February, 2022
RE: LTN decision

PRESENTATION by Edward GLOVER
on behalf of Friends of Henley Avenue residents’ association

The aim of the Alliance parties to improve the environment and encourage Active
Travel may have been well-intentioned but the approach, has lacked integrity.

Firstly, the approach has been undemocratic: the LTN survey of residents In March
2021 deliberately excluded residents living on the ‘boundary roads’ Then, in August,
a private survey of those excluded residents reported that 67% believed traffic had
significantly increased, and 65% believed pollution had worsened. These results
were ignored by local county councillors. And most recently, of course, the county
council has dismissed the democratic result of the public consultation, which voted
overwhelmingly (63%) in oppositionto the LTN scheme.

Secondly, the approach has been hypocritical: councillors have acclaimed that LTN
residents have been able to walk and cycle on their roads with less traffic and
pollution; however, simultaneously, they have refused to accept that the very
opposite has been true for residents living on the boundary roads where
correspondingly higher levels of traffic and pollution have created HTNs (High Traffic
Neighbourhoods).

Thirdly, and lastly, the county council has been guilty of discrimination: older
people and disabled people have experienced unwarranted obstacles and
restrictions to their mobility. Moreover, emergency services, mobile carers and
delivery vehicles have all been hampered by barricades that have made journeys
unnecessarily longer. And why is it that the county council has chosen only to
segregate people living in East Oxford, whereas no such impediments to travel exist
in any other part of Oxford?

You, the Alliance parties, have failed to ‘sell’ your vision of a healthier Oxford to the
electorate of East Oxford; You have adopted a patronizing ‘we know what's best for
you' attitude, and striven to impose your plans despite the clear opposition of the
electorate.

Please stop now! Seek a public consensus for a new environmental plan that

equitably shares the environmental benefits in all parts of Oxford ... or pay the price
at the ballot box!
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Written submission to Oxfordshire county Council cabinet meeting, Item 6, 19 July 2022.
Anthony Cheke, 13/7/2022

Although the officers' recommendation is to approve making the Cowley LTNs permanent, the third
recommendation, relating to reviews and possible changes shows some signs of flexibility for the
first time. Furthermore, in speaking to residents and businesses gathered outside this building on
Tuesday last week to protest against LTNs, Clir Leffman implied she was looking at using ANPR
cameras instead of bollards and allowing residents access through roads currently blocked, with
other likely exemptions - i.e. basically the Fulham scheme which appears, unlike the Oxford LTNs,
to be widely accepted there, and like one I suggested in an Oxford Times letter back in December
2020.

If this is a serious plan, then it seems pointless to retain the current road blocks that are damaging
shops and other businesses, making life difficult for delivery drivers and taxis (increasing time and
costs), care workers, those unable to cycle (disabled drivers etc.) and slowing down buses especially
at peak times, and making access to hospitals unduly devious and difficult.

Surely the most equitable plan would be to approve a LTN-ish traffic plan in principle, but restore
access by removing bollards until the ANPR system can be funded and put in place. Failure to do
this will result in important local community shops and businesses going bust or moving out (as as
already begun), to no one's advantage, and risks further division and confrontation. Some objective
analysis of why people use or used certain of the closed roads as through routes would be very
desirable - Beauchamp Lane/Littlemore Rd/Cowley Rd (Littlemore), for instance, is clearly an
important link route for Littlemore residents, and closing it has caused, amongst other downsides, a
big increase in dangerous turning movements at the Newman Rd/Rose Hill junction. The same
applies to Magdalen Rd/Howard Stand Divinity Rd in the East Oxford LTN area (this is not an
exhaustive list of important link roads!).

The current arrangements have brought the County Council into disrepute across Cowley and East
Oxford, as can be seen by the regular comments on the Nextdoor app calling into question the
Council's common sense, lack of sympathy for affected residents and businesses, and apparent
unwillingness to listen to anyone except the fanatical cycling and 'liveable streets' lobbies. On
Nextdoor anti-LTN commentators outnumber supporters by around 10:1, and in the Council's own
consultation views on the Cowley LTNs hardened against them after they had been experienced for
several months.  Planters and bollards may be cheap to install but they split communities both
physically and in attitudes, whereas it would be perfectly possible to engage with all sectors of the
community and devise a scheme that would be widely accepted, as in Fulham.

For information | have lived in Hurst St, now within the East Oxford (St.Mary's) LTN area, since
1979. The complaints about excess traffic in side streets in Cowley and East Oxford have always
seemed to me overblown and driven more by anti-car ideology than evidence of real problems,
though like all roads, some can become heavily used at peak hours. Closing a few small roads in
the past was not disruptive, but closing ALL 'side’ roads certainly is.

| promise to get a new bicycle and start cycling again as soon as the barriers are removed.
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Chloe Clark Cabinet submission

| am a disabled. | suffer with chronic illness. | am dependent on my car for mobility reasons.

| live in the Temple Cowley LTN. | have spoken out against the LTN’s in previous cabinet
meetings. Since implementation, travelling by car from my home (off Oxford Road Cowley),
has been exceptionally difficult. | have had to deal with increase in journey times/lengths,
roadworks, congestion on my only route in/out of home which makes me feel trapped. | cannot
walk or cycle or get the bus. Pre LTN’'s | had no issues trying to travel by car. My local
community including my friends and family are now inaccessible because of the
implementation of LTN’s. Peak times have extended and if | need to go out between 3-6pm,
it is a huge battle trying to get up the Oxford Road to get out of the area. When | do the school
run (Tyndale School/Flo’s nursery), the traffic getting back down Hollow Way/The Swan, is
extremely heavy. My school runs have doubled in time, if not tripled. Other journeys | need to
make are impacted. Including medical appointments. Friends/family come less due to the
congestion on the only route available to them. During the roadworks | felt even more trapped
in my home. My family and | have lived in our home for 15 years and did like living here, until
the council changed the roads. We really want to move out of Oxford, our home, because you
are making it impossible for me to live here due to the travel problems | am experiencing.

| have protected characteristics and | am protected from discrimination under the Equality Act
2010 —including from discrimination by this council.

Equality Climate Impact Assessment —check new ECIA
| refer to the page on disabilities. Particularly those that are dependent on motorised vehicles.

The new ECIA refers to the issues disabled motorists are facing. We have been facing these
difficulties now since March 2021, with no support or changes to the scheme, to mitigate the
impact. | have read the new ECIA, and note that changes are not due to be made until spring
2023. What about the here and now? Come September and through the autumn/winter
months when schools return, the traffic will be back to it's busy levels. Less people will actively
travel and more people will use their cars. If changes are not being made until Spring 2023,
that will be two years into the experiment. What about the here and now? The stress you are
bringing myself and others in this situation is unfair and discriminatory.

The finding of the original LTN consultation in 2020 was that disabled people who are
reliant on the car may experlence delays or diversionto thelrnormal Journeys and were
Ieast supportlve

The council is treating our lives as experiments. The council’s behaviour is having
have a detrimental effect on people covered by the Equality Act 2010 and is therefore
unlawful.

I havereadthroughthe papersforthis meeting.lhavereadthroughthe extensive pages
of objections and emails of objection you have received. To continue with your plans
would show the majority of people in this area that you completely disregard their
concerns and are not listening to people, who are really struggling due to the LTN’s. It
would also show us that you do not care about the impact on the lives of people —
including those with protected characteristics.

| attach and refer to a talk delivered by Patrick Lingwood, Active Travel Lead on 25/08/2021 —
Cycle active city talk. Within this document, the Council deem it acceptable to discriminate on
the grounds of disability, because doing so is a “proportionate means of achieving a
legitimate aim”. | question whether the LTN trial has achieved the legitimate aims and if so,
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have these aims been achieved in a proportionate way. The four aims in the presentation are
below, along with the findings from the report pack.

Aim

Finding from report pack

Page number (s)in this
meeting’s report pack

1. Improvement
in air quality

Boundary roads air pollution has

increased, relatively, by 9%

p.398

2. Improvements
in safety

Morning peak traffic speeds have
increased in the Florence Park LTN
Ambulance response times are longer

Consultation responses reporting real
life ambulance problems / incidents

p.391/2

p.399

p66, 138, 143, 144, 165,
179, 217, 223, 226, 231,
235, 252, 271 & 305.

3. Improvements
to public health
— promoting
active travel

Cycling rates were low pre LTN — daily
average of 150 and 190 journeys
Cycling rates have not improved.
Walking rates have not improved.

p385 — figure 10

p384 — figure nine

4. Reductionin
traffic
congestion

Cowley Road journey times post-LTN
were almost no different than before.
All journey times on Iffley Road have
increased.

Traffic volumes on some boundary
roads is higher than pre LTN

Local bus congestion at peak times is
up 21.7% from pre LTN levels

p390, figure 18.
P389, figure 17.
P381

p396

| am therefore today asking the Monitoring Officer to rule, that the Council cannot

continue with the Cowley LTN’s. To do so and proceed with these plans would breach

the Equalities Act 2010, without justification.
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